THE    DUKE     OF-  WINDSOR
historical monuments and ancient appeal of Egypt did not
draw him into the past. It was already apparent that his heart
and mind were with his own century. He might have recalled
the journey made by King Edward VII, as Prince of Wales, over
the same country in 1865. The likeness between grandfather
and grandson sharpens when one reads Dean Stanley's let-
ters, in which he recorded his failure to interest Prince Albert
Edward in the "tumble-down old temples/' The tastes of the
twentieth century heir to the throne were similar to those of his
grandfather who had been found sitting at the foot of one of
the pyramids, reading East Lynne. The Prince expressed his
own feeling for the past by climbing one of the pyramids and
driving a golf ball from the summit. The Australians and New
Zealanders, with their talk of a new empire, meant more to
him than the memorials of an ancient empire, crumbling back
into the dust.